
SUNDAY 2 AUGUST 2020

18TH SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY TIME 

Year A

DO YOU KNOW?

Thursday 6 August 

is feast of The 

Transfiguration of the 

Lord. We hear how Jesus’ 

friends saw him in all his 

glory. This experience 

gave them hope and 

strength as they faced 

the difficult times 

ahead. We pray that God 

will give us all the love, 

courage and hope we 

need too.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Man does not live on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Alleluia!    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
O God, come to my assistance;
O Lord, make haste to help me!
You are my rescuer, my help;
O Lord, do not delay.  

COLLECT
Draw near to your servants, O Lord,
and answer their prayers with unceasing kindness,
that, for those who glory in you as their Creator and guide,
you may restore what you have created
and keep safe what you have restored…

LOOK at the reader 

and LISTEN.

Nothing can come 

between us and the 

love of God made 

visible in Jesus. 

LOOK at the reader 

and LISTEN.

God promises to look 

after and love everyone, 

especially those who 

are in need.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  PSALM 144

You open wide your hand, O Lord, 
you grant our desires.

             FIRST READING  ISAIAH 55:1-3

Come to water if you are 
thirsty. Even if you have 
no money, come. Buy 
corn to make bread, 
even though you have 
no money and have 
milk and wine to drink, 
at no cost. Don’t spend 
your wages on things 

that are unimportant. 
Listen to God and pay 
attention. God will give 
you everything you really 

life with goodness. God’s 
love will last forever 
and will give your life 

                       

             SECOND READING  ROMANS 8:35. 37-39

Nothing can come 
between us and God’s 
love. We might be 
anxious or without food 
or clothes, we might even 
be threatened or under 
attack, but nothing can 
ever separate us from God. 
We can overcome any 

We know how much God 
loves us because of Jesus. 
Jesus showed us in the way 
he lived, and by dying for 
us, what God’s love is like. 
Nothing can ever come 
between us and God’s 
love made visible in Jesus.

                       
When he heard the 

bad news of John the 

Baptists’ death, Jesus 

went off “to a lonely 

place” to be alone with 

his friends. When we 

are sad, being on our 

own can be a good 

thing. Being with friends 

can help too. Words 

sometimes don’t help, but 

being quiet can.

THINK

Talk to Jesus about what’s been happening to you this week.

We say these words 

or sing a hymn as the 

priest approaches  

the altar.

We ask for God’s help. 

Listen now to the 

priest as he offers  

this prayer.

The cantor or psalmist 

sings or says the psalm.

Listen to the verses, 

and then respond by 

using these words.  

We give a shout of 

praise to God, using 

these words taken 

from the Bible.



             GOSPEL  MATTHEW 14:13-21

After hearing that John 
the Baptist is dead, Jesus 
and the disciples go away 
on their own. Crowds 
follow them, bringing 
sick people for healing. 
Jesus takes the time to 
heal people. Time passes 
by and evening falls. The 
disciples ask Jesus to 
send the people to the 
villages to buy food for 

themselves. Jesus sees 
no need for that and tells 
the disciples to feed the 
people themselves. The 

Jesus blesses the food, 
which is handed out. 
Everyone eats as much as 
they want and there are 
twelve baskets of scraps 
left over.

The Good News about Jesus is told to us by St Matthew.

                            

 PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Dear Lord, I would like to pray for anyone who is working to 
feed people who are hungry. Bless them and give them the 
hope and love they need to continue. Lord, hear my prayer.  

 OFFERTORY PROCESSION
As we take our gifts of bread, wine and money to the altar,  
think of a time this week when you felt sad or upset and 

Say a little prayer offering these thoughts up to God.

 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

promises to us. 
What can you give special thanks for today? 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER
As the priest extends his hands, we say the prayer that  
Jesus taught us.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
I am the bread of life, says the Lord;
whoever comes to me will not hunger
and whoever believes in me will not thirst.                            

  MY PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank you, Jesus, for loving me. I know that nothing can 
ever come between us. Thank you. Amen.

STAND to LISTEN 

to the priest or 

deacon as he prepares 

to read the Gospel.

What does the priest 

or deacon do to the 

book when he has 

finished reading the 

Gospel?

Dear Jesus, you 

performed a miracle 

and fed thousands 

of people. Help me to 

work miracles. Help 

me to do something 

to help people who 

are hungry today. 

Help me to inspire my 

family and friends to 

help too. Amen.   

PRAY

Have a clear out and 

donate to a charity 

shop, so that you can 

help people in need. 

DO

We take Jesus with us to carry on

the work that he did on earth, 

until we meet again next Sunday.

Go in peace.

Listen to the  

reader as he or she 

encourages us to  

pray for situations 

and people in need. 

Here is a prayer you 

could say privately.

Watch as the gifts are 

made ready and the 

priest washes his hands 

and prepares for the 

Eucharistic Prayer.

You are invited to sing 

a Communion song or 

say this verse, which 

has been especially 

chosen for today’s 

celebration.

We listen to the 

prayer of praise and 

thanks to God.

is the Greek word for 

“fish” and was used 

in the catacombs 

as a sign for early 

Christians. It is made 

up from the first 

letter of five Greek 

titles for the Lord: 

 Ι  (Jesus) 

Χ (Christos) 

Θ (Theou/God’s) 

Υ (Uios/Son) 

Σ (Soter/Saviour)
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SUNDAY 9 AUGUST 2020

19TH SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY TIME  

Year A

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! 
My soul is waiting for the Lord, 
I count on his word.
Alleluia! 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Look to your covenant, O Lord,
and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever.
Arise, O God, and defend your cause,
and forget not the cries of those who seek you.      

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
whom, taught by the Holy Spirit,
we dare to call our Father,
bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts
the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters,
that we may merit to enter into the inheritance
which you have promised…

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  PSALM 84

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy
and give us your saving help.

             FIRST READING  1 KINGS 19:9. 11-13

God and waits on God’s 
mountain. A mighty wind, 
so strong that it shatters 
the rocks, goes by. But 
God is not in the wind. 
After the wind there is 
earthquake. But God is 

not in the earthquake. 
After the earthquake 

there is a gentle breeze. 

breeze he covers his face. 
Here is God.   

                

             SECOND READING  ROMANS 9:1-5

Paul is very sad that 
his own people do not 
share his faith in Jesus. 
He knows how special 
the Jewish people are 
to God. They have 
a special covenant 
with God, a loving 
relationship, which goes 

people. Jesus was Jewish 
and Paul himself was 
Jewish. Paul hopes that, 
like him, everyone will 
come to understand that 
Jesus is the Son of God 

God’s promises.

                

DO YOU KNOW?

Monday 10 August is 

feast of St Lawrence, 

Deacon and Martyr. 

Laurence lived in Rome 

when it was dangerous 

to be Christian and he 

died because of his faith. 

Before St Laurence died 

it is thought he gave 

away the treasures his 

church owned to the 

poor people in the town.

LOOK at the reader 

and LISTEN.

God is not always 

where we might 

expect.

LOOK at the reader 

and LISTEN.

Paul hopes that 

everyone will come to 

have faith in Jesus. 

Most of us will never be 

in a storm at sea. We 

probably will, however, 

find ourselves in 

frightening and stressful 

situations. Just as Jesus 

was with the disciples 

on the lake, we can be 

confident that Jesus will 

be there with us. Jesus 

says to us, “Do not be 

afraid.” 

THINK

Be still and listen to God deep in your heart.

We say these words 

or sing a hymn as the 

priest approaches  

the altar.

We ask for God’s help. 

Listen now to the 

priest as he offers  

this prayer.

We give a shout of 

praise to God, using 

these words taken 

from the Bible.

The cantor or psalmist 

sings or says the psalm.

Listen to the verses, 

and then respond by 

using these words.  



STAND to LISTEN 

to the priest or 

deacon as he prepares 

to read the Gospel.

What does the priest 

or deacon do to the 

book when he has 

finished reading the 

Gospel?

Listen to the  

reader as he or she 

encourages us to  

pray for situations and 

people in need. This is 

a prayer you could say 

privately.

GOSPEL  MATTHEW 14:22-33

The disciples set sail to 
the other side of the lake, 
while Jesus sends the 
crowds away and goes 
off by himself to pray. 
Evening falls and the boat 
is caught in a storm. Jesus 
goes out to the disciples, 
walking on the water. The 

Jesus calls out to them, 

telling them not to be 
afraid. Peter starts walking 
to Jesus across the water. 
But, feeling the strong 
wind, Peter becomes 
frightened and starts to 
sink. Peter calls out and 
Jesus reaches out his 
hand and saves Peter. As 
soon as they get into the 
boat, the wind drops.

The Good News about Jesus is told to us by St Matthew.

 PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Dear Lord, I would like to pray for anyone who is feeling 
stressed or overwhelmed by the things that are happening 
round them. Help them to trust in you and know your 
peace. Lord, hear my prayer.  

 OFFERTORY PROCESSION
As we take our gifts of bread, wine and money to the altar,  
think of a time this week when you worried or frightened 
and then remember when you felt peaceful and calm.   
Say a little prayer offering these thoughts up to God.

 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Today’s special prayer thanks God for fulfilling all God’s 
promises to us. 
What can you give special thanks for today? 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER
As the priest extends his hands, we say the prayer that 
Jesus taught us.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord,

 MY PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank you, Jesus, for always being there when I need you. 
Thank you for reaching out and lifting me up when I am 
down. Amen.

Be still. Be aware of 

relaxing your head, 

shoulders, arms, front 

and back. Breathe 

gently. Listen for God 

in the silence. Know 

that God is with you. 

PRAY

Jesus reached out to 

Peter. Can you use your 

hands to do something 

helpful this week? 

DO

Watch as the gifts are 

made ready and the 

priest washes his hands 

and prepares for the 

Eucharistic Prayer.

You are invited to sing 

a Communion song or 

say this verse, which 

has been especially 

chosen for today’s 

celebration.

We listen to the 

prayer of praise and 

thanks to God.

We take Jesus with us to carry on

the work that he did on earth,   

until we meet again next Sunday.

Go in peace.

is the Greek word for 

“fish” and was used 

in the catacombs 

as a sign for early 

Christians. It is made 

up from the first 

letter of five Greek 

titles for the Lord: 

 Ι  (Jesus) 

Χ (Christos) 

Θ (Theou/God’s) 

Υ (Uios/Son) 

Σ (Soter/Saviour)
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SUNDAY  16 AUGUST 2020

20TH SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY TIME

(IRELAND)  

 

Year A

DO YOU KNOW?

Yesterday was the feast 

of The Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary when 

we celebrated the fact 

that Mary was taken to 

heaven to be with her son, 

Jesus. This feast gives us 

hope that one day we will 

also be in heaven with all 

those we love.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice, 
says the Lord, 
I know them and they follow me. 
Alleluia! 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Turn your eyes, O God, our shield;
and look on the face of your anointed one;
one day within your courts
is better than a thousand elsewhere.      

COLLECT
O God, who have prepared for those who love you
good things which no eye can see,

so that, loving you in all things and above all things,
we may attain your promises,
which surpass every human desire…

LOOK at the reader 

and LISTEN.

Jesus has sent Paul 

to give the good news 

to everyone, even the 

pagans. 

LOOK at the reader 

and LISTEN.

God loves everyone 

and everyone is 

welcome in God’s 

house.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  PSALM 66

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

             FIRST READING  ISAIAH 56:1. 6-7

Some people mistakenly 
think that they are God’s 
favourites, but they are 
wrong. God doesn’t have 
favourites. God wants to 
welcome everyone. The 
prophet Isaiah knows how 
special God’s chosen 
people are, but he reminds 

them that God loves 
everyone. God wants the 
foreigners to come and 
to be welcome in God’s 
house of prayer. We are 
to treat people fairly and 
make everyone welcome. 
Everyone can be happy 
in God’s house of prayer!

                          

             SECOND READING  ROMANS 11:13-15. 29-32

bit shocked that Paul is 
sharing the good news 
about Jesus with people 
who have no sense of 
God. They don’t think 
these pagans are worth 
it. Paul makes it very 

clear to the Christians. 
He is being sent to 
the pagans by Jesus 
himself and is proud of it. 
Everyone has a chance 
to receive God’s love 
and forgiveness. God will 
never take back his love.

               

Mary’s song in the Gospel is 

known as the Magnificat. 

This name comes from a 

Latin word and says that 

Mary’s soul magnifies, 

or glorifies, God. Mary’s 

song is like Hannah’s song 

praising God for her son, 

Samuel. A famous bishop 

once said that Mary is 

like “a magnifying glass 

that intensifies our love 

of her Son.”

THINK

We say these words 

or sing a hymn as the 

priest approaches  

the altar.

We ask for God’s help. 

Listen now to the 

priest as he offers  

this prayer.

The cantor or psalmist 

sings or says the psalm.

Listen to the verses, 

and then respond by 

using these words.  

We give a shout of 

praise to God, using 

these words taken 

from the Bible.

Is there anyone new in church today who you could welcome with a leaflet or book?



             GOSPEL  MATTHEW 15:21-18

When her daughter is sick 
the Canaanite woman 
turns in faith to Jesus. 
She has heard that he 
is travelling nearby and 
is able to heal people. 
Feeling desperate, this 
foreign woman calls to 
Jesus to have pity on 
her. Jesus’ response is 

Is Jesus really ignoring 

her on purpose, or is he 
making an important 
point? When everyone is 
paying attention, when 
the woman has shown 
her trust in God’s loving 
goodness, Jesus heals her 
daughter. Jesus brings 
healing and hope to 
everyone, no matter who 
they are or where they 
are from. God loves us all.

The Good News about Jesus is told to us by St Matthew.

                            

 PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Dear Lord, I would like to pray for any foreigners who do 
not feel welcome in our country. Help us to show love and 
make them feel welcome. Lord, hear my prayer.

 OFFERTORY PROCESSION
As we take our gifts of bread, wine and money to the altar,  
think of a sad time this week and then think of a time when 

Say a little prayer offering these thoughts up to God.

 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

promises to us. 
What can you give special thanks for today?

 THE LORD’S PRAYER
As the priest extends his hands, we say the prayer that  
Jesus taught us.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
I am the living bread that came down from heaven,

says the Lord.
Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever.        

  MY PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank you, Jesus, for welcoming me into your house of prayer 

this week with everyone I meet. Amen.

STAND to LISTEN 

to the priest or 

deacon as he prepares 

to read the Gospel.

What does the priest 

or deacon do to the 

book when he has 

finished reading the 

Gospel? 

“Let the people  

praise you.”

What do you want to 

thank God for today? 

Thank God for all the 

people who love you, for 

your home and for food 

and drink. Thank God 

for holidays and fun!

PRAY

Can you find out 

about another 

religion? What can 

we learn about God 

from people of other 

faiths? 

DO

Listen to the  

reader as he or she 

encourages us to  

pray for situations 

and people in need. 

Here is a prayer you 

could say privately.

Watch as the gifts are 

made ready and the 

priest washes his hands 

and prepares for the 

Eucharistic Prayer.

You are invited to sing 

a Communion song or 

say this verse, which 

has been especially 

chosen for today’s 

celebration.

We listen to the 

prayer of praise and 

thanks to God.

We take Jesus with us to carry on

the work that he did on earth,                     

until we meet again next Sunday.

Go in peace.

is the Greek word for 

“fish” and was used 

in the catacombs 

as a sign for early 

Christians. It is made 

up from the first 

letter of five Greek 

titles for the Lord: 

 Ι  (Jesus) 

Χ (Christos) 

Θ (Theou/God’s) 

Υ (Uios/Son) 

Σ (Soter/Saviour)
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SUNDAY  16 AUGUST 2020

THE ASSUMPTION OF  

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

 

Year A

DO YOU KNOW?

Today is feast of The 

Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary in England, 

Wales and Scotland when 

we celebrate the fact 

that Mary was taken to 

heaven to be with her son, 

Jesus. This feast gives us 

hope that one day we will 

also be in heaven with all 

those we love.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Mary has been taken up into heaven; 

Alleluia! 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
A great sign appeared in heaven:
a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon beneath her feet,
and on her head a crown of twelve stars.               

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
who assumed the Immaculate Virgin Mary, the Mother  

of your Son,
body and soul into heavenly glory,
grant, we pray,
that, always attentive to the things that are above,
we may merit to be sharers of her glory…

LOOK at the reader 

and LISTEN.

Jesus’ resurrection 

has destroyed death 

and given us all life. 

LOOK at the reader 

and LISTEN.

John’s vision shows 

the woman giving 

birth to the saviour.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  PSALM 44

On your right stands the queen, 
in garments of gold.

             FIRST READING  APOCALYPSE 11:19; 12:1-6. 10

The writer of this book 
uses symbolic language 
to give us a deep 
meaning. At the start we 
are told that God is here. 
The ark of the covenant, 
the place where God 
lives, can be seen in the 
heavens. A battle is taking 

place between good 
and evil, represented by 
a ten-headed dragon 
and a woman who is 
giving birth. The baby is 
born safely and is taken 
straight to God where he 
will rule. Goodness will 
always win!

                          

             SECOND READING  1 CORINTHIANS 15:20-26

Paul tells us in this 
letter that Jesus brings 
goodness and life into 
the world. Many people 
would say that death 
is a bad thing, it is the 
ultimate evil. But because 
he died and then rose 
again, Jesus has shown  

us that death has no 
power over him. Jesus’ 
goodness and power is 
stronger than anything 
bad, even death. The 
great thing is that we 
can share in Jesus’ 
life! Jesus’ love is more 
powerful than any evil. 

               

Mary’s song in the Gospel 

is known as the Magnificat. 

This name comes from a 

Latin word and says that 

Mary’s soul magnifies, 

or glorifies God. Mary’s 

song is like Hannah’s song 

praising God for her son, 

Samuel. A famous bishop 

once said that Mary is 

like “a magnifying glass 

that intensifies our love 

of her Son.”

THINK

We say these words 

or sing a hymn as the 

priest approaches  

the altar.

We ask for God’s help. 

Listen now to the 

priest as he offers  

this prayer.

The cantor or psalmist 

sings or says the psalm.

Listen to the verses, 

and then respond by 

using these words.  

We give a shout of 

praise to God, using 

these words taken 

from the Bible.

What are you looking forward to doing later today, or during this week?



             GOSPEL  LUKE 1:39-56

As soon as possible, Mary 
rushes to see her cousin 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth 
hears Mary, the baby in 

Holy Spirit and calls out 
that Mary is the happiest 
of all women because 
her baby is so special. 
Mary believes in God’s 

promise and her trust in 
God means that God will 
come into the world in 
a new way. Mary sings 
a song, praising God for 
doing great things through 
her, even though she feels 
she does not deserve it. 
God’s love is coming into 
the world and love will 
change everything.

The Good News about Jesus is told to us by St Luke.

                            

 PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Dear Lord, I would like to pray for anyone who is expecting 
a baby. Please bless them and help their love for their baby 
to grow strong. Lord, hear my prayer.

 OFFERTORY PROCESSION
As we take our gifts of bread, wine and money to the altar,  
think of a time this week when you were anxious and then 
think of a time when you were hopeful and happy.  
Say a little prayer offering these thoughts up to God.

 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

promises to us. 
What can you give special thanks for today?

 THE LORD’S PRAYER
As the priest extends his hands, we say the prayer that  
Jesus taught us.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
All generations will call me blessed,
for he who is mighty has done great things for me.        

  MY PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank you, Jesus, for coming into my life and bringing life and 
love. Help me to share your love with everyone I meet this 
week. Amen.

STAND to LISTEN 

to the priest or 

deacon as he prepares 

to read the Gospel.

What does the priest 

or deacon do to the 

book when he has 

finished reading the 

Gospel? 

“He has come to the 

help of Israel.”

What do you need to 

ask God to help you 

with? Have a chat with 

God about anything 

that is worrying you. 

Trust that God will 

answer your prayers.

PRAY

Be very fair this week, 

stick to the rules 

in any games you 

play and make sure 

everyone has a turn.

DO

Listen to the  

reader as he or she 

encourages us to  

pray for situations 

and people in need. 

Here is a prayer you 

could say privately.

Watch as the gifts are 

made ready and the 

priest washes his hands 

and prepares for the 

Eucharistic Prayer.

You are invited to sing 

a Communion song or 

say this verse, which 

has been especially 

chosen for today’s 

celebration.

We listen to the 

prayer of praise and 

thanks to God.

We take Jesus with us to carry on

the work that he did on earth,                     

until we meet again next Sunday.

Go in peace.

is the Greek word for 

“fish” and was used 

in the catacombs 

as a sign for early 

Christians. It is made 

up from the first 

letter of five Greek 

titles for the Lord: 

 Ι  (Jesus) 

Χ (Christos) 

Θ (Theou/God’s) 

Υ (Uios/Son) 

Σ (Soter/Saviour)
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SUNDAY 23 AUGUST 2020

21ST SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY TIME 

Year A

Have you ever named 

something, like a pet or 

a toy? Perhaps you have 

helped to name a younger 

sister or brother? Names 

often say something special 

and are chosen with great 

care. Jesus gives Simon  

the new name of “Peter”. 

Do you what this means? 

Do you know the meaning 

of your own name and why 

you were given it?

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are Peter
and on this rock I will build my Church.
And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it.
Alleluia!

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me;
save the servant who trusts in you, my God.
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long.                 

COLLECT
O God, who cause the minds of the faithful
to unite in a single purpose,
grant your people to love what you command
and to desire what you promise,
that, amid the uncertainties of this world,

where true gladness is found…

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  PSALM 137

Your love, O Lord, is eternal,
discard not the work of your hands

             FIRST READING  ISAIAH 22:19-23

Whatever he has done, 
it’s not good enough and 

Isaiah speaks on God’s 
behalf and gives the post 
to Eliakim. Eliakim is given 
a robe and sash and the 
authority to be in charge 

of he people of Jerusalem. 
The key to the House of 
David is given to Eliakim. 
What he opens, no one else 
can close. What he closes 
no one else can open. God 
decides who is in charge 
and no one questions God. 

                         

             SECOND READING  ROMANS 11:33-36

God is amazing and 
wonderful. No one can 
ever really understand 
God. God’s ways are not 
ours and are a mystery. 
God’s love is deeper, 
wider and higher than we 
can begin to imagine. 
God is wiser than we  

can ever hope to 
understand. We will never 
know why God acts in 
certain ways, but we can 
trust in God’s love and 
goodness. Everything 
exists and continues to 
live because of God. 
God is fantastic! 

                             

DO YOU KNOW?

Jesus put Peter in charge 

of his disciples, making 

him the first Pope. Pope 

Francis is now doing the 

job that Peter did. Jesus 

has chosen Pope Francis 

to be the leader of the 

Church today. He is God’s 

representative on earth. 

Can you find out some of 

Pope Francis’ teaching?

LOOK at the reader 

and LISTEN.

The key is the symbol 

of the power of the 

servant Eliakim.

LOOK at the reader 

and LISTEN.

Everything comes 

from God and exists 

because of God.

THINK

What are the statues or pictures of Jesus in church saying about him?

We say these words 

or sing a hymn as the 

priest approaches  

the altar.

We ask for God’s help. 

Listen now to the 

priest as he offers  

this prayer.

The cantor or psalmist 

sings or says the psalm.

Listen to the verses, 

and then respond by 

using these words.  

We give a shout of 

praise to God, using 

these words taken 

from the Bible.



STAND to LISTEN 

to the priest or 

deacon as he prepares 

to read the Gospel.

What does the priest 

or deacon do to the 

book when he has 

finished reading the 

Gospel? 

 GOSPEL  MATTHEW 16:13-20

Simon Peter is a man of 
great faith. When the 
disciples are wondering 
who Jesus really is, it 
is Simon Peter who 
recognises Jesus. Simon 
knows that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God. He 
has been given the gift 
of faith and is not afraid 
to say out loud what he 

believes to be true. Simon 
Peter’s faith is central to the 
whole story of Christianity. 
Jesus knows that Simon 
has what is needed to 
be a great leader. Jesus 
gives Simon Peter the 
keys to the kingdom, 
the symbolic authority to 
make decisions on earth 
on God’s behalf. 

The Good News about Jesus is told to us by St Matthew.

 PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Dear Lord, I would like to pray for Pope Francis. Help and 
guide him to make wise and loving decisions about your 
Church. Lord, hear my prayer.

 OFFERTORY PROCESSION
As we take our gifts of bread, wine and money to the altar,  
think of a time this week when you didn’t do what you should 
have done and then think of a time when you lived up to 

Say a little prayer offering these thoughts up to God.

 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Today’s special prayer thanks God for fulfilling all God’s 
promises to us. 
What can you give special thanks for today? 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER
As the priest extends his hands, we say the prayer that 
Jesus taught us.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

has eternal life, says the Lord,
and I will raise him up on the last day.   

 MY PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank you, Jesus, for your love and goodness. Help me 
to follow in your footsteps and show love to everyone, 
especially people who are lonely or worried. Amen.

“On the day I called, 

you answered.”

Talk to God about 

anything that is 

worrying you. Trust in 

God’s love.

PRAY

Show how responsible 

you can be this week by 

volunteering to do a job 

- and do it really well. 

DO

Listen to the  

reader as he or she 

encourages us to  

pray for situations 

and people in need. 

This is a prayer you 

could say privately.     

Watch as the gifts are 

made ready and the 

priest washes his hands 

and prepares for the 

Eucharistic Prayer.

You are invited to sing 

a Communion song or 

say this verse, which 

has been especially 

chosen for today’s 

celebration.

We listen to the 

prayer of praise and 

thanks to God.
is the Greek word for 

“fish” and was used 

in the catacombs 

as a sign for early 

Christians. It is made 

up from the first 

letter of five Greek 

titles for the Lord: 

 Ι  (Jesus) 

Χ (Christos) 

Θ (Theou/God’s) 

Υ (Uios/Son) 

Σ (Soter/Saviour)

We take Jesus with us to carry on

the work that he did on earth, 

until we meet again next Sunday.

Go in peace.
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SUNDAY 30 AUGUST 2020

22ND SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY TIME  

Year A

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
enlighten the eyes of our mind,
so that we can see 
what hope his call holds for us.
Alleluia! 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long.
O Lord, you are good and forgiving,
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

COLLECT
God of might, giver of every good gift,
put into our hearts the love of your name,
so that, by deepening our sense of reverence,
you may nurture in us what is good
and, by your watchful care,
keep safe what you have nurtured…

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  PSALM 62

For you my soul is thirsting,
O Lord my God.

             SECOND READING  ROMANS 12:1-2

God loves us! We can 
never thank God enough 
for God’s love and 
kindness. Let’s praise and 
worship God by offering 
ourselves to God. We 
can show how thankful 
by are by following 
Jesus and trying to love 

other people as he did. 
Although we will suffer a 
little, this shows that we 
really are putting other 

  
the bad behaviour of some  
people around us. Let’s 
copy Jesus and then we 
will be living as God asks.

                         

DO YOU KNOW?

Tuesday 1 September is 

the World Day of Prayer 

for the Care of Creation. 

Pope Francis asks us 

to reflect, pray and 

remind ourselves how 

important it is that we 

look after our wonderful 

world. How will you be an 

even better steward of 

creation?   

             FIRST READING  JEREMIAH 20:7-9

Speaking on God’s 
behalf has really caused 
Jeremiah to suffer. He says 
he is a “daily laughing 
stock”. People insult 
him and make his life 
really miserable, but he 
has no option. Jeremiah 
loves God so much he is 

going to continue to do 
God’s work. It is almost 

his heart. He has tried to 
shut out God, but he can’t. 
Jeremiah is frustrated, but 
loves God too much and 
can’t ignore what God is 
asking him.

                          LOOK at the reader 

and LISTEN.

Doing God’s work has 

caused Jeremiah to 

suffer, but he loves 

God so much he has 

no option.

LOOK at the reader 

and LISTEN.

Follow Jesus, even if it 

costs you.

Say a little prayer for anyone you know who is not well.

We say these words 

or sing a hymn as the 

priest approaches  

the altar.

We ask for God’s help. 

Listen now to the 

priest as he offers  

this prayer.

The cantor or psalmist 

sings or says the psalm.

Listen to the verses, 

and then respond by 

using these words.  

We give a shout of 

praise to God, using 

these words taken 

from the Bible.

THINK

If we are going to run a 

race we have to train, 

and it’s not always easy, 

but the pain is worth 

it because we will run 

faster in the end. In a 

similar way, the suffering 

we have to face in life 

can help us grow to be 

better, kinder, more 

understanding people. 



 
               GOSPEL   MATTHEW 16:21-27

when he hears Jesus 
talking about the suffering 
and death he is going to 
face. He starts to argue 
with Jesus, trying to 
persuade him it doesn’t 
have to happen this way. 
Jesus is tempted, but he 
knows that he can’t take 
the easy way out. We may 

not understand the suffering 
we have to face, but God’s 
ways are not our ways. 
Jesus knows that doing 
what God asks will cause 
suffering, but that through 

meaning. Good will come 
out of something that seems 
completely bad. Life will 
come from Jesus’ death.

The Good News about Jesus is told to us by St Matthew.

                           

 PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Dear Lord, I am thinking about anyone who has to live with 

to cope with daily life. Lord, hear my prayer.  

 OFFERTORY PROCESSION
As we take our gifts of bread, wine and money to the altar,  

think of a time when you put other people before yourself.  
Say a little prayer offering these thoughts up to God.

 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

promises to us. 
What can you give special thanks for today? 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER
As the priest extends his hands, we say the prayer that  
Jesus taught us.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
How great is the goodness, Lord,
that you keep for those who fear you.       

 MY PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank you, Jesus, for suffering and dying so that I can know 
your love and have life. Help me to learn from you and put 
other people before myself. Amen.

STAND to LISTEN 

to the priest or 

deacon as he prepares 

to read the Gospel.

What does the priest 

or deacon do to the 

book when he has 

finished reading the 

Gospel?

“Sacred Heart of Jesus,  

I place my trust in you.”

Sit quietly with Jesus. 

Say this prayer gently 

over and over again. 

Give to Jesus anything 

that is worrying you and 

feel his love.

PRAY

Make someone’s life a 

bit easier this week by 

volunteering to help 

out with something 

you usually avoid, like 

the tidying. 

DO

Listen to the  

reader as he or she 

encourages us to  

pray for situations 

and people in need. 

Here is a prayer you 

could say privately.

Watch as the gifts are 

made ready and the 

priest washes his hands 

and prepares for the 

Eucharistic Prayer.

You are invited to sing 

a Communion song or 

say this verse, which 

has been especially 

chosen for today’s 

celebration.

We listen to the 

prayer of praise and 

thanks to God.

is the Greek word for 

“fish” and was used 

in the catacombs 

as a sign for early 

Christians. It is made 

up from the first 

letter of five Greek 

titles for the Lord: 

 Ι  (Jesus) 

Χ (Christos) 

Θ (Theou/God’s) 

Υ (Uios/Son) 

Σ (Soter/Saviour)

We take Jesus with us to carry on

the work that he did on earth,                     

until we meet again next Sunday.

Go in peace.
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