Welcome Booklet

The Englishspeaking
Catholic Church
of the Madrid Province

Calle Dracena, 23
28016 Madrid

www.ourladyofmercy.info
olm@ourladyofmercy.info

Parish Priest: Fr. Ron Ochylski
Office: 92350-3449
Home: 917185571

Parish Office and Parish Rooms:
Calle Carlos Caamairio 1
(behind the main church building)

Office hours:

Tuesdays: 16:00-20:00
Wednesdays:11:00 13:00
Thursdays: 11:00 14:00
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WELCOME!

AFor where two or three are gathered i nMahew1820me , Kb t

. A very warm welcome to Our Lady of Mercy , the only English-speaking
Catholic parish of Madrid! We want you to feel at home as soon as possible,

so we ask you to look over this welcome packet with great care. Many expats

have told us that OLM (by the way, we often refer to our parish by the letters
AOLMO) played an essenti al role in hayv
stay in Madrid. We wish the same for you.

OLM is a Christian community made up of many different
peoples from many different cultures and nationalities. We have
two major things in common: our faith and the English
language. We have been an official parish of the Archdiocese of|
Madrid since 1975. The majority of our parishioners have been
transitory but lately we have enjoyed a solid core of devoted and
dedicated people. On many occasions, we have heard it said thatj
OLM is unique and special because of its welcoming atmosphere
and its loving community. We feel that our common belief in the

love of God shapes us and gives us energy. Maybe the mosjg

people and deciding how to get involved. | know many other
groups will be asking you to volunteer for them, but | pray you
will give your parish priority as we really need you. |
especially invite people who never got involved in their parishes ¥=
previously to do so during their time in Madrid. It will prove to
be a rich and rewarding experience for you, | promise.

Finally, you should never feel t hat you Andfel/l
welcomed at OLM. You have my pledge as your parish priest that you may call me personally

with any concern or simply to ask me a question about Spain or the church. | may not have the
answer but | will do my best to find it out for you. My office phone is 91 -350-3449 and my

home phone is 91718 5571.

| pray that your time in Madrid will be happy and fulfilling. It is a beautiful city filled with
many possibilities and many good people. We look forward to adding you to our parish family.
May God bless you always.

Sincerely yours in Christ, Rev. Ron Ochylski

How to get to OLM:

Maybe the easiest way to find us would be by metro/tube/
subway/the underground or by bus.
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Get off at the Alcampo supermarket (Metro Pio XII, Line
9). Walk through the parking lot and pass McDonalds (it
should be on your left hand side). Turn left on the street at
the end of McDonalds (Calle de la Madre de Dios), then
take the next right onto Calle del Palmito, then take a left
onto Calle del Maestro Chapi, then a right onto Calle de la
Dracena. Walk down 3 blocks, and there we are on the
corner with Calle Santa Maria Magdalena!

WELCOME!
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General Information

Sunday and Holy Day Eucharist takes place at 11:00. We use the Main Chapel on Sundays and the
small chapel for Holy Days.

Occasional Saturday Vigil masses andAdoration and Benediction are scheduled on various
Saturdays during the year. These dates are announced beforehand.

Confessionsc an be heard every Sunday at 09:30 in Fr. R
during Advent and Lent, when 4 or 5 additional priests are invited to celebrate the Sacrament after
Mass. You are also welcome to make an appointment or drop in during office hours.

Weekday Mass is celebrated on Thursdays (during the school year) at 13:00 in the small chapel
together with the International School of Madrid.

Christmas Mass is celebrated on December 24 at 18:30 with the
childrends Christmas Pageant and i
18:00. There is no Mass on December 25th in English!

The Charismatic Prayer Group meets in the Parish Rooms
every Saturday at 18:00.

Choir Practice is held every Sunday at 10:00 in the parish rooms.

Catechesis (CCD classes) for the children takes place from 12:10
until 13:00 every Sunday, while school is in session.

The parish Office Hours are on Tuesdays from 16:00-20:00 and Thursdays from 11:00-14:00. There
is often a volunteer manning the phones on Wednesday mornings.

The OLM Language Program takes place every Sunday, atf & .
approximately 13:00 in the parish rooms, after the children leave

their catechism classes. Two Spanish teachers providdree Spanish OUR LADY OF MERCY
language classes. Most of the participants are immigrants or in PARISH OFFICE
financial need but anybody is welcome to join in the classes. The YEREEN
teachers are dedicated and make the classes fun and interesting LA PARROGIULA DE HABLA NGLESA
The primary goal of these classes is to provide survival Spanish for
those seeking employment. You can also support this great activity
by making a special donation to the Immigrant Fund (bank details
are found in the Charity Section of this welcome packet).

CALLE CARLOS CAAMARNC 1
9 3N

e S

Bible Study (all are welcome) is usually held every 2d and 4t
Sunday of the month with Fr. Ji m.
office from 12:10 until 13:00.

Coffee and pastries are served on the patio after Mass every
Sunday.

The Rosary Group meets every Sunday at 10:30 in the small
chapel. All you need do is simply show up.

Baptisms are usually celebrated at Sunday Eucharist together with
the entire community.

Every parishioner is expected to be registered. This is a world-
wide norm. We are grateful when new arrivals offer to become
involved before demanding services. If you have not already done
so, please fill out the New Parishioner Registration Form
found elsewhere in this booklet.

A great deal of useful additional information can be found on the
parish website at www.ourladyofmercy.info

TheOLMpage Osr atadiy of Mercy, Madri do



Getting Involved at OLM

An ol d saying goes: AYou only get as much out
ways to get involved at OLM, and here are some of the possibilities:

substitutes. If you can help, please contact Nancy Deutman at
nd.olm.ccd@live.com.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. We especially |§
need ministers who have been previously trained and |
commissioned. If you have never received training before, you will
probably not be able to assist us at OLM. This is a requirement of
the Archdiocese of Madrid. If you are qualified, please contact Mike
Schneider atmichaelleeschneider@yahoo.com.

I Altar Server or Reader. At the current time, we do not need any new

| readers. If you are a child and have already celebrated your First Holy
| Communion, you may be an altar server. If you are interested, please contact
Louise Aulbach at studycenter_director@dislexias.org.

If you would like to make a donation to
| the Immigrant Fund, please use the
bank details found on page 9. All
donations are given a credit by the
Spanish tax authority if you pay Spanish
income tax. -

Please bring your food donations every second Sunday of the
month (or any Sunday that is convenient for you). We especially
need rice, milk, canned meats (not pork products), and canned tuna
fish and vegetables. Remember, many of our needy parishioners do
not have a kitchen, so ready to eat meals are appreciated. Please
contact David Franklin at david@ourladyofmercy.info if you
have any other idea of how to help with charitable causes at OLM.

If you have clothes in excellent condition (new or slightly
used), please bring them in any Sunday and drop them under the
stairs as you walk into the parish rooms (Calle Carlos Caamafio, 1).

If you have larger donations of furniture or appliances, please ,‘

contact David Franklin at david@ourladyofmercy.info. Please
do not offer items in bad condition. If your items are in bad
condition, take them to the | od
your neighborhood.

Sacramental preparation is one of the most difficult challenges
for a parlsh that has a transitional congregation and so there is
always a need to recruit steady
volunteers to assist the priest in
this important ministry.

We also have a pretty decent course on DVD toprepare parents
for the Sacrament of Baptism but it would be much more
personal if we had a couple to help present it. As with most ways to
help at OLM, you simply say to Fr. Ron: "What can | do to help,
Father?". And he will surely find something!

of



Getting Involved At OLM continued

If you wish to work as a volunteer for men afflicted with AIDS who are cared for by Mother
Teresabs sisters, pl ease contact Mi ke Schnei der a
and rewarding ministry. Thereb6s a great need.

clothes for a needy parishioner or a toy for a child from a broken

. ‘ There will be an opportunity to purchase a Christmas gift of
i | home when we have our annual Giving Tree Project during Advent.

Marriage Preparation Couples. We receive many requests for

‘»43 : _“¥8 Catholic Marriage Preparation but have a difficult time finding
f’,g % couples who are familiar with this ministry. This is a great way to
7 et |

deepen your marriage commitment. If you are interested, please
contact Fr. Ron at olm@ourladyofmercy.info.

Coffee and pastry helpers. We think that every individual at

OLM should assist with serving coffee and pastries at least once. It

is a great way to meet other parishioners and is very easy to do. v

Contact Michele Martorell at sagaro@aol.com.

Greeters. We try and have someone at the church door offering a
smile and a welcome every Sunday. Again, even if you are new, thi§
is a great way to meet people. It is interesting to know that well over
one half of our community is tr
a very gratifying and important ministry. Contact Deanna Mason at
masondeanna@hotmail.com.

eref

Ushers and Sacristans. Every Catholic parish needs these wonderful
women and men who work behind the scenes to make sure that our
Masses are set up correctly and that there are people to take up the
collection and help with making sure the movement of people within the
chapel is fluid. For further information, please contact Brian Douglas at
bj_douglas@hotmail.com.

At present our Young Adult Group has decided to restructure itself. If
you are interested in taking part in a newly formed group, please contact
Paul Martinovich at pmartinovich@hotmail.com.

It is an OLM dream, to have an active Teen Group. If you have the time and the talent to make this
dream a reality, please contact Fr. Ron atolm@ourladyofmercy.info.

Bible Study usually takes place every other Sunday after Mass in
Fr . Ronbds office. Pl ease see t
blessed to have the guidance of a Jesuit priest, Fr. Jim O"Leary.

sche

The Spirit-filled Charismatic Prayer Group meets every
Saturday at 18:00 and praises God strongly and unequivocally
using the gifts of the Spirit. The group is under the auspices of the
official Charismatic Renewal movement of Madrid. Contact David
at david@ourladyofmercy.info for further information.

The Choir and musicians are part of an essential ministry at OLM
and, if truth be told, one that we are very proud to have. Our choir
¥ boasts over 30 members from many different countries. If someone
il knows OLM, they will say. Wow! What a choir! Please contact Elke
at one.elke@gmail.com for more information. All are welcome as

Previous experience or ability to read music is NOT necessary!




Meet the OLM Parish Council!

A Project by the Level 8 CCD Class and their teacher Cristina Tilve

Father Ron Ochylski: President

' Father Ron s the president of the Parish Council by default because he is the Parish

Priest. He has been the leader of the Parish Council for 12 years, the same length of
time that he has been Our Lady of Mercyos
became the leader of the Parish Council, he wanted to share leadership and
responsibility for the parish. He would like to be like the conductor of an orchestra
comprised of many fine instruments. The Parish Council leader has to do many

t hings, e. g.: prepare the meetingds agenda, deci de
communication and information sh®yQscagAstonrHe | eads t h

Blanca de Castro: Spanish Liaison

| Blanca is the liaison to the Spanish-speakers for OLM. She has served as PC
~ member for quite some time. Her motivation to join the Parish Council was because
| she wanted to help her parish. Her many responsibilities include; help Father Ron in
 the office, Eucharistic Minister, sacristan, Spanish spokesperson for the Council, and
Lishe also maint ai ns By TomasBamuiudez hTom Ekingtant er s . z

Nancy Deutman: Director of Religious Education

Nancy is the director of the RE Program. She joined the Parish Council when she
was asked by Father Ron. She wanted to help make decisions about the future of the
parish and to serve the Church. Her dream is for Our Lady of Mercy to have its own
church building and ample CCD classrooms. As CCD director, Nancy has to make
sure the teachers have proper training. She has to ensure the CCD program meets the
requirements of the Church and the Madrid Archdiocese, she also organizes CCD

registration, keeps all records current and orders
director | will stay on board. | enjoy it because there is complete harmony, we all have the same goals
and the member s &8ByMatasha Mallet peopl e" . 2

Alex Esclamado: IT and Liturgy

Alex was asked to join the Parish Council about a year ago, when he was the
coordinator of WYD. He became in charge of IT and the sound system, and
sometimes also liturgy. He provides help to Father Ron in any subject and he
supports the parish in many ways. He likes to be on the Parish Council because he
‘ thinks it is an act of responsibility and showing appreciation to his parish. Alex sings,
plays guitar and piano, and offers much practical advice to Fr. Ron. We have one of
the best sound systems of al IByMi@pdnilsold churches, t ha

David Franklin: Charismatic Prayer Group

David has been on the Parish council for eight years. He is the leader of the
Charismatic Prayer Group and they pray for the entire Parish. He joined the Council
because he wanted to contribute to the Parish and to help it grow in faith. His
| responsibilities as the immigrant liaison are to help those in need and make sure all
people feel included at OLM, no matter their ethnic background or financial situation.
He provides the underprivileged with transportation passes and emergency
assistance. Most people who are helped by OLM offer to volunteer and help the parish in some way,
usually by sett i BygElisalpethbddlamdl c| eani ng. 2

Mike Schneider: Facilitator, Vocations, RCIA

Mike coordinates the Eucharistic Ministers at OLM. He has been on the Parish
Council for eight years and he was chosen by a combination of unique circumstances.
His motivation for joining the Parish Council was to give back a little bit for all that
God had given him and his family. Mike tries to help with the needs of the immigrants
and he also teaches the adults in our RCIA program. His goal is to try to continue
‘M serving in the spirit of Jesus. If there is ever any need at OLM, you can be sure to
know Mi ke is hel pi BgAlegisuMerinon some way. Z

A



Barbara Lahuerta: Book Sale Coordinator

Barbara is the book sale coordinator. She has served for three years. As for her
motivation for joining, she has been a parishioner for many years and she has
received so much from the Parish. Once her children were grown she decided it was
time for her to start giving back to the Parish part of what the Parish has given her.
Her goal is to take some of the weight
grown a lot in the past and he has no full time secretary. Among her responsibilities
are to organize the annual Book Sale which helps the Immigrant Fund, in which she tries to get the
Confirmation class students to collaborate. She also helps with the Christmas Giving Tree project, which
takes a lot of organization. This project helps children from broken homes and also our own immigrant

of |

parishioners. AFelicity Renshaw and | start prepar
tags and make sure we know who has each tag. Each year we have more names from the Parish; we are

not a rich parish and we have many needy people among us. For them we usually buy shoes, clothes
and bl a Bl Ehbnsas Edwatd Douglas

Michele Martorell: Hospitality Coordinator
Michele has been on the parish council since 2004. The council members invited her and

She oversees the coffee and pastries during Fellowship each Sunday after Mass and she
coordinates potlucks and parties. OLM is a very social parish where our parishioners get
together, Fellowship, every Sunday after Mass. In addition, there are those Sundays when
we celebrate commencement of CCD, Nigerian Independence, Mardi Gras, First Holy
Communion, Confirmation, baptisms or Bake Sales. In conjunction with this hospitality, there is also

she gladly accepted. Al felt very honoredo,
grow strong as a community. Her role evolved until she becametheihospi t al i ty |

inventory contr ol so that our parish can HAserveo

spoons, coffee, sugar, milk, soda, juice, napkins, toilet paper, etc. Michele works closely with the
volunteers who set up the patio for Fellowship. And she works with David in distributing food to the
n e e dBy.Gab¥iela Casado Cocero

Financial Support

In everything | did, | showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering

the words the Lord Jesus hi mself sai d: 61l t i'S mor e

Every church depends upon its parishioners to support it financially. Just as any household has its
expenses, so too does a church. We have to pay
other expenses that may surprise you. For example, we pay a monthly tax to the Archdiocese of Madrid
that must come out of our collections, currently it is 700 Euros.

In the Catholic Church, we expect people to tithe about 5 % of the gross income. Very few do so. Our
Protestant Christian brothers and sisters give about 10% of the gross income to their church. Maybe
that is why you so often hear the priests begging for financial assistance.

Our parish is unique, many of you travel and lead busy lives. We ask that you set up a bank transfer on a
monthly or quarterly basis with your bank. The Bank Transfer Form is included elsewhere in this
booklet. If you have a Spanish Taxpayer ID number, we can report this income to the Spanish Hacienda
and you will get a 25% rebate on your Spanish Tax Return. Sadly, many of the parishioners who are here
for a short time do not make a true financial commitment to the parish. However, we provide almost all
services that bigger Catholic parishes provide, and on a fraction of the income. The collection amount is
often included in the pastordéds weekly email so

Did you know that we often receive no donations for Sacraments we celebrate, often because the
families are immigrants or out of work? WE NEED YOU TO HELP US. If you feel more comfortable
using church envelopes, please see Blanca Castro. We would like to inform you that 20% of our parish is
living in poverty and we are a poor parish, at least financially. Another sad dynamic occurs when some
transitional parishioners use OLM for sacramental celebrations and then leave us after the First
Communion or Confirmation. We realize that you have a Spanish church close to your home, but if you
appreciate what OLM does for you, then please, do something for OLM. Support us so that we may
continue to support you and many other people of good will with the Catholic faith in Madrid.
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Confraternity of Christian Doctrine

One of the most wonderful compliments OLM receives as a parish is when a parent
says that a child wakes them up to make sure they get to Sunday Mass on time! We are
proud to be a child friendly parish and probably have the largest group of children
gathered at any Sunday Mass in Madrid.

To date, we have over 120 children registered in our program, and we provide classes
for children from age 6 (Level 1) to age 15 (Confirmation) on Sundays after Mass, from 12:10 to 13:00
while the parents can socialize on the patio.

The texts we use are approved by the US Catholic Conference of Bishops and the Archdiocese of Madrid,
and are in conformity with the Catholic Catechism.

The preparation for the Sacrament of First Holy Communion starts in Pre -FHC 1 (Level 1) for a period
of 3 years. Our program is a continuous one, however, and the specific preparation for the Sacrament of
Confirmation is also 3 years, beginning in Level 7. First Holy Communion is celebrated every year in
early June, and Confirmation is also celebrated annually, although the date depends on when the
Bishop can visit our Parish.

We believe strongly in the children playing an active part in Parish life as they are our future. Several
projects, such as the Christmas Giving Tree, a bake sale and a book sale are among the annual projects
led by previous students of the program. On the first Sunday of each month, our Children's Mass is
organized by one of the classes and their teacher together with the Choir Director. The children handle
the readings, the prayer intentions, the Offertory and collaborate with the music, etc. At our Christmas
Eve Mass, the children take part in a pageant, which is a simple, but meaningful affair re-enacting the
Gospel of the birth of Jesus. In May, the younger children pay a special homage to Our Lady.

The CCD program begins in September and YOU must be registered in order to participate. We do
foll ow the official guidelines of Madri d, and do
their child. Attendance at regular Sunday Eucharist is required and at least one of the parents must
speak English fluently. Your child must also speak English already; we are not a language academy. If
you have any questions, comments, or concerns, we would be happy to discuss them with you.

If you live in Madrid and are interested in signing your child up for CCD, PLEASE DO
NOT EMAIL US OR CALL US, instead just come to any Sunday Mass and meet me and
Fr. Ron first. We would like to welcome you personally.

Nancy Deutman, Director of Religious Education




Charity at OLM

Matthew 25:45 warns us that Jes usltelwiod the trettg whertyou us a
refused to help the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were refusingto helpme. 6 Our Lad)
Mercy is a parish that has many kinds of members: rich and poor, white and black, old and young, and

both staunch and Astil/l searchingdo Catholics. Over
immigrant parishioners that have come to Spain in order to improve their lives and help their family

members back home. Most of our efforts have been dedicated to help these most needy among us.

How can you help? Well, the second Sunday of each month we have dood collection for the
struggling families or individuals in our parish. We count on your donations of milk, canned vegetables,
rice, canned meat and canned tuna. Barbara Lahuerta coordinates ourbook sales and together with
Felicity Renshaw, the Giving Tree Project. These are great ways to help. We have also been blessed
by the collaboration of two large international schools. International School of Madrid has two large
Masses every school year and many students bring a food item to donate. At Christmas time they also
bring a gift for a needy child or some basic necessities for the needy (soap, socks, toothpaste, etc.).
International College Spain has also blessed us by organizing an annual food and clothes drive,
sometimes even donating 10 trip bus/metro passes so the needy may move about Madrid. All help is
greatly appreciated!

You may be surprised to know that many of our <chu
charity in order to pay for their room and other basic necessities. Many offer to help move a shopping

cart or carry your bags at a store. They would prefer a true and steady job but the unemployment rate in

Spain is very high and they cannot return home, it would be considered shameful in many cultures.

If you ever need some work done such as cleaning, moving items, washing and waxing your car,
whatever, please see Fr. Ron or David Franklin and we will give you many helping hands. Thanks to
Mariana, a lovely Romanian parishioner, we receive donations of food weekly from a local supermarket.

David Franklin is the key person to ask any question as Fr. Ron depends upon him to be our main
CARITASper son. Sadl vy, our status as a fdnpersonal par
assistance offered to other Catholic parishes in Madrid. Our boundaries are made up by language, not
streets, and the system is set up to divide Madrid into physical locations. We need your help.

The easiest way to help is simply to make a bank transfer to the Immigrant Fund. This fund is used
exclusively for charitable works. The bank details are as follows:

Bank Name: La Caixa
Account Name: Parroquia Habla Inglesad Ntra. Sra. De La Merced
Account Number: 2100 2434 48 0200241016

We can use clothes, but please, make sure they are clean and in very good condition. Please bring them
on Sunday and drop them off by the stairs as you enter the parish building on Calle Carlos Caamario.
DO NOT put them near the CARITAS office in the church, as that belongs to the Spanish parish (with
whom we share the buildings).

e

When you leave Madrid, you may
have some furniture or appliances
in excellent condition that you

cannot take home because of
transportation costs or voltage :
differences between countries. i
Please consider donating them to

needy people in the church instead

of giving them to friends who are

not in great need. You could really

mak e a di fferen /
life.

fiNobody gets to heaven :
without a letter of reference . .
from the poor! o

That's a quote attributed to James Forbes, an interdenominational pastor in New York City. We hope
that OLM can sign and verify your letter for you!

9



Hospitality

Our Lady of Mercy truly desires to be a welcoming parish. In order to help everyone feel that
they are included, we need the cooperation and collaboration of everyone. As far as people can
remember, OLM has always had a special spirit and has always tried to make people feel at home.
However, we are getting larger and therefore, we must all make a concerted effort in order to keep our
community strong and unified.

On the first Sunday of the month, we try and begin Mass by allowing a minute or so for people to
greet others around them. In order to make this easier, we also provide everyone with aname tag.

That way you can remember more easily the new parishioner you just met. Of course, this only works
well if everyone gets to church on time and makes sure they are wearing their name tags in a place
where people can read their names. We hope you will sedeanna Mason on Name Tag Sunday and

check you have a name tag. You may return it after Mass, and we will keep it for you until the next
month.

Another way that we have fellowship is by sharing a coffee
and a pastry together after Mass in our patio from 12:10 until
13:00. We have a great deal with a local bakery and our pastries ar¢g
made fresh every Sunday and they include donuts, croissant, and
other Spanish treats. Michele Martorell is in charge of
coordinating everything and has been working hard for years to
make sure you can enjoy a good cup of coffee. The prices we charg
are minimal (less than half of what you would pay in a local bar) and §
the quality is better. The church benefits from the small profit we

make and we also serve the needy without charge. We also have
special deal with a restaurant across the street from the church
cal IKednafe. 0 (Call e Santa Mar2a Magdalena 19) They w
very small price if you tell them you are from OLM.

Our CCD program is made up of volunteer teachers. So one of our
prerequisites is that each CCD family take a turn at helping with serving
| pastries or coffee. Families find out that this is actually a lot of fun. It's a
| great way for you to get to meet other people and make new friends. We
| realize that not everyone fits on the patio and some go in small groups to the
| local cafes, but we hope you will try and be with your community after Mass
| in the patio at least once in a while. It may be best if you approach Michele
Martorell to volunteer and not wait for her phone call. She is on the patio
most Sundays or can be emailed asagaro@aol.com.

Our biggest sadness is that we do not have our own space for special social
events. Our dream would be to have enough financial stability to rent one of

the local places around the church so that we could have a more appropriate

space for coffee and fellowship. But until then, we do the best we can
knowing that the old adage is true: AThey will k n
bring out space heaters and depend upon a lot of body heat to keep our bodies warm and our hearts full

of joy.

Finally, meeting Fr. Ron and others may end up benefiting you in &= i ! =
ways you might not expect. Our church is one that bends over|= L HWE %‘
backwards to help its parishioners and you might unexpectedly g Y,Y
really need your English-speaking parish in Madrid some time. It [® i ﬁ °~/ ’
would be best to try and get to know us before you come asking for e
something. It is the better Christian way.

A

See you in the patio!

WELCOME!
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